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Remarks 

Status of Claims 

Claims 22-24» 26, 28-40, 42 and 43 have been rejected undcjr 
unpatentable over Bowmaster in view of Dive. 

Claims 22, 30, 34, 36-40. and 42 have been canceled. 

The applicatio?) has one pending independent claim 43, 

Claim 43 

Some relatively minor clarifying amendments have beer 
Support is provided by present application page 8 lines 1 0-16. 



Claim 43 requires the following features, amongst otliers, 

(i) detecting frame offset discontinuities at the first 
basis of detection of an alteration of a pointer value 
detection of a frame offset discontinuity conditio v 
values are altered stepwise at the first network elemerit, 

(ii) during a tune interval necessary for detection and si 
network element of the frame offset discontinuity 
value received in advance of the discontinuity condition 
the second network element. 



As regards feature (i) outlined above, it is suhmittcc 
discontinuity is a phase jump, corresponding to a discrete change ^ 
page 1 lines 21 to 27. This is not the same as a frequency offset, 
continuous drift in pomtcr values, Bowmaster disclo 
increments/decrements to compensate for frequency offset, sec 
the office action, see also Bowmaster coliunn 3 lines 66-67, 
contrast, the present invention according to claim 43 feature (i) 
stepwise increments/decrements in pointer value to adapt to phase pumps. 
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35 U.S.C 103(a) as 



made to claim 43. 



nehvork element on the 
^ vhcrcin in response to 
, transmitted pointer 

si jnalling to the second 
, a last valid pointer 
is transmitted to 



that a frame oflset 
in pointer value, see 
vjhich results in a small 
es use of pointer 
Exahtiner's paragraph 7 of 
coktnn 4 lines 1 to 4. In 
above inviilves use of 
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As regards feature (ii) above, it is respectfully submitted that Bowmaster also does 
not disclose that feature. Regarding, in particular, its column 13 lines 5R to 63, 
Bowmaster discloses there is a first (basic) test signal with a first jiointer then a second 
C'modincd") test signal with a second pointer. This is not the same as the present 
invention feahire (ii), which requires that the last pointer val ic is kept until the 
discontinuity has been signalled to the second network element. 



None of the other cited art, for example Dive, appears to 
features (i) and (ii) above that Bowmaster lacks. The presen 
advantage of improved handling of frame offset discontinuities ir 
Tandem Connection Monitoring (TCM). 



provide or suggest these 
invention has the 
a network involving 



In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted diat claim 
standard of 35 U.S.C 103. 

j^ ffpendent Claims 

The remaining dependent claims arc patentable not least 
each depend on independent allowable claim 43. 



O is patentable to the 



on the basis that they 



Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, allowance of all the claims presently 
respectfully requested, as is passage to issuance of the applies tion 
should feel that the application is not yet in a condition for allowani je 
interview would be useful, he is invited to contact Applicants' 
732 949 1857. 



Respectfully, 



By. 




i 



Eugme J. 
Reg. No. 36,65i; 
732-949-1857 



Lucent Technologies Inc. 



in the application is 
If the Examiner 
and that a telephone 
ubdersigned attorney at 



osenthal, AtiorKey 
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